Transcript: TransEDU – Personal Safety
I have to be careful about what I say in class because sometimes I've got experiences that would be relevant but they would have outed me, so I've had to sort of keep my mouth shut even though it would have been helpful to the conversation.
I know they're supposed to be in a field where they're all like-minded, and that sort of thing but some of them really aren't. Cause I was in class with them and they were talking about how 'you can always tell when folks are trans, can't you?' And I was just sitting there, like they were talking about 'Yeah, you can just sort of tell.' I'm like 'Can you really? Is that right?'
The other day one of them was like 'Is there actually any transgender people in my college? I'm like, 'I have no idea'.
As soon as you come out, people ask 'Oh, how about this? Can I ask you this question?' or, 'This might seem a bit personal... but can I ask you this?' and it's then having that conversation with certain people and it's almost inevitable - once you come out as trans, in almost 80% cases the person you come out to will then ask you: 'Have you started surgery?' 'Have you started hormones?' 'How long has it been?'
Most people want to get personal but, you just wanna say: 'I dunno, I'm a boy, just get on with it' 
There's been a few negative backlashes, so umm... I got spat at when I was on high street on my way to uni told me that I was 'disgusting', complete stranger, I didn't know him. I though modern Scottish society was quite accepting and it is the minority, but the minority tend to be quite loud, brash, and open, so that puts you off for the whole day - you can't concentrate on tutorials and stuff when you're that angry and upset.
I think with greater visibility needs to come a moral of - don't ask people though. If you think you've clocked someone just don't say anything don't be like: 'Oh, so you're trans, aren't you?' 'I can tell because of X, Y and Z', don't do that. 
Please keep people safe because a lot of people don't feel safe and they have good reasons to not feel safe. And even if you do feel safe you don't necessarily want your trans status out in the world.
